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Media Contact:
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lhoward@childandfamilyservices.org
EXPERTS CONVERGE TO DISCUSS SOLUTION FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROBLEMS IN SOUTH HAMPTON ROADS
What:


Smart Beginnings Invitation to Plan
Date: 


Tuesday, February 20, 2007
Time: 


12:00 – 2:30 p.m.
Location: 
Virginia Aquarium, Interactive Theatre – Marsh Pavilion (2nd Building)
717 General Booth Boulevard, Virginia Beach, 23451
(757) 985-3474
In South Hampton Roads, over 20 percent of our kids are not prepared for kindergarten. The expectation of our children entering school for the first time is higher than ever and children who start behind often fall behind – which not only affects parents, it affects our future workforce. 

Smart Beginnings South Hampton Roads (SHR), an organization committed to ensure that all children in South Hampton Roads arrive at kindergarten healthy and ready to succeed in school and in life, is organizing an event for community leaders to introduce its Invitation to Plan, a project to address the critical early childhood education needs in the South Hampton Roads community. 
The purpose is to develop a five-year action plan for each city through collaborative partnerships that will support the creation of comprehensive service delivery for young children and families. The goal is to create and strengthen local and regional partnerships providing coordinated, cost-effective means for all families in South Hampton Roads to access quality early care and education services for their children birth to age five. 
List of presenters include: Paul Hirschbiel, chair of Smart Beginnings South Hampton Roads; Angelica Light, president and CEO of the Norfolk Foundation; Dean Clifford, Ph.D., consultant at Smart Start National Technical Assistance Center; Colin Newlin, consultant with Braintree Solution Consulting; Lisa Howard, executive director of Smart Beginnings SHR and Margaret Ann Morris, program director at Smart Beginnings SHR.

Reporters, photographers and film crews are welcome to attend at 12:00 p.m. Speakers will be available for interview before and after the event. 

For further information or to RSVP, please contact Lisa Howard at (757) 622-7017 x 125 or e-mail lhoward@childandfamilyservices.org. 
ABOUT SMART BEGINNINGS SOUTH HAMPTON ROADS
Smart Beginnings South Hampton Roads is a non-profit, grassroots effort dedicated to making sure that all South Hampton Roads kids are prepared for kindergarten and for life. Our mission is to ensure that all families in South Hampton Roads have access to quality early care and education for their children from birth to age five. 
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