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SUSTAINING GRANT FOR $100,000 AWARDED TO BENEFIT SOUTH HAMPTON ROADS’ YOUNGEST CITIZENS

Virginia Early Childhood Foundation to Announce Grant at August 21 Kick-Off Event
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA – AUGUST 6, 2007 – The Virginia Early Childhood Foundation (VECF) has announced the awarding of a $100,000 sustaining grant to Smart Beginnings South Hampton Roads to help ensure that Virginia’s youngest citizens enter kindergarten healthy and ready to succeed in school and in life. The official announcement will take place at the Norfolk Botanical Garden’s new World of Wonders Exhibit, 6700 Azalea Garden Road, on August 21, 2007 at 10 a.m. 

“This support, coupled with the strong commitment of the citizens, business community and the elected leaders of Virginia will help prepare Virginia’s children for success in kindergarten and throughout their lives,” said Scott L. Hippert, president of the VECF. “With over 80 percent of brain development taking place before age five, we need to invest early in children to help them develop a foundation for lifelong learning.”
The program includes:
· Presentation of a $100,000 sustaining grant from the Virginia Early Childhood Foundation


· Speakers including Paul Hirschbiel, chairman of Smart Beginnings South Hampton Roads and Scott L. Hippert, president of the Virginia Early Childhood Foundation

· Introduction of Smart Beginnings South Hampton Roads and materials on how to make sure parents can prepare their kids for kindergarten and life


· Free screenings and educational exhibits about children from birth to five years old

· Photo opportunities and appearances by Clifford the Big Red Dog and Pablo the Penguin from the Backyardigans


· Admission to the new World of Wonder’s Exhibit


 “We are very grateful to the Virginia Early Childhood Foundation and our community partners for their continued support,” said Paul Hirschbiel, chairman of Smart Beginnings South Hampton Roads. “Over 20 percent of our kids are not prepared for kindergarten and children who start behind often stay behind. Our goal is to ensure that all families in our community have access to quality early care and education from birth to age five.”

Reporters, photographers and film crews are welcome to attend the press conference at 10 a.m. Speakers will be available for interview before and after the event. There will also be photo opportunities with children.
For further information or to RSVP, please contact Lisa Howard at (757) 226-8826 or e-mail lhoward@smartbeginningsshr.org. 
ABOUT SMART BEGINNINGS SOUTH HAMPTON ROADS
Smart Beginnings South Hampton Roads is a non-profit, grassroots effort dedicated to making sure that all South Hampton Roads kids are prepared for kindergarten and for life. Our mission is to ensure that all families in South Hampton Roads have access to quality early care and education for their children from birth to age five. Visit www.smartbeginningsshr.org or call 226-8826 for more information.
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